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              Fast Facts …General 


1. The peninsula offers beauty, tranquility and natural resources with our rolling hills, ‘farm-charm’ and stunning river views. Residents are keen to develop a sustainable agri-tourism economy. 
2. Narrow in width, the peninsula is surrounded on three sides by salt-water tidal rivers. The only fresh water supply (watershed) for farms and homes rests within the high-ground of the peninsula, where the mining is proposed to take place.
3. There are over 150 homes on the peninsula. The area is a historically rich with its ship-building and farming heritage.  Since 1997, the Avon River Heritage Society has operated a museum, tea room and gift shop during the summers. Three organic farms opened in the last several years, and three reputable dairy beef/dairy farms have operated in the area over generations.

4. The Fundy Gypsum Company established in Windsor in 1924. Mining began in Miller’s Creek in 1956. It is entirely owned by United States Gypsum, which is headquartered in Chicago, Illinois. 


5. In 2003, a major study by the NS Dept of Natural Resources on provincial gypsum and anhydrite deposits rated Avondale “poor” for potential development because the immediate vicinity was used for agriculture.

6. In 2005, Fundy Gypsum announced their intentions to expand their Miller’s Creek operations into Avondale via a letter to residents.


7. The company is proposing strip-mining in excess of 1000 acres of land currently zoned “Agriculture priority One”. The Province is currently considering it to be re-zoned without any public input. 


8. The company is expected to register their Class 1 proposal with the Dept of Environment & Labour in the first quarter of 2007. The Minister has 25 days to repond. Within that 25 days is a public input period of 10 days from the date of registration. 

9. Notification of registration will be posted on the Environmental Assessment Branch website as soon as possible after registration. Official notification of a Class 1 undertaking is also given in one local and one province-wide newspaper within 7 (seven) days of the project registering for environmental assessment. 

10. The only local newspaper, The Hants Journal, is published weekly, providing residents or community groups an even smaller window, potentially only 3 days, to respond. That’s why we have to act NOW, in advance of the registration, to gather public concern.

11. Fundy Gypsum says it intends to mine for another 50 years. Evidence shows that its extraction from the area is significantly increasing. The increasing build up of silt in the Avon River is forcing FG to expediate its production to maximise what it can export. From Fundy Gypsum Centennial Park in Hantsport, you can watch as ships load up to 40,000 tonnes of gypsum in less than three hours. 


12. For further information, please email info@apwps.ca or visit www.apwps.ca
Last updated Feb 14, 2007. 
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