RE: Comments on EARD for 
       Miller’s Creek Mine Extension, CGC Inc. Fundy Gypsum
 

To: Environmental Assessment Branch

       Nova Scotia Environment & Labour

From: Randy Matheson


Newport, Hants County

Committee Members:
I make this submission as a concerned citizen who opposes the Fundy Gypsum Miller’s Creek Mine Extension. I will begin by saying that those whose employment may be affected by my opposition to the expansion weight heavy on my mind. Furthermore, I believe that Fundy Gypsum is a good corporate citizen who cares for the safety and well being of their employees.  

The rationale for allowing Fundy Gypsum Miller’s Creek Mine extension is purely economic. There is no question that good paying jobs and the resultant spin off is an economic plus.  But there are some big negatives.  None of the resource is turned into product here. It is simply dug out of the ground and shipped away and the royalties paid to the province are embarrassing low.  If the resource could be mined without disturbing the water table or the surface, I would still oppose the expansion because I see no benefit to Nova Scotians except the aforementioned jobs.  Quite simply, it’s a poor return for our resource.  I say this before factoring in the cost to the taxpayer of dealing with the environmental damage created by this type of mining.  A walk around the current operations at Wentworth Road and Miller Creek will reveal what damage we might expect in the future. 
My greatest objection to the proposed expansion of the Fundy Gypsum Miller’s Creek Mine Extension is on environmental grounds. There are a number of truths that are hard for even the most ardent supporters of Fundy Gypsum’s expansion to deny.  First the area proposed to be mine will be stripped of its vegetation and reduced to a moonscape.  Second, an ecosystem will be annihilated and lost forever. Finally, the resource extraction will create a crater that will remain with us forever or at least until another ice age reshapes the land.  A credible environmental assessment can not ignore these issues.  

The exploitation of natural resources for little or no gain has been a part of the history of Nova Scotia since the arrival of Europeans in the 16th century.  This exploitation has often been accompanied with environmental degradation and unsustainable practices with no regard for the impact on future generations.  I love this province, but it distresses me to see the same mistakes made over and over again.  The Sydney tar ponds is one current example that brings into question whether the jobs were worth the environmental nightmare?  We are all familiar with other environmental catastrophes in this province and in this country. I believe that the quarry on the Avon Peninsula will be viewed as one of those catastrophes leaving future generations to ask, were the jobs worth it? 
I find no fault with the Fundy Gypsum Company.  All companies strive to maximize profits for their share holders.  I may not like open pit mining, but that is what they do and they do only what is permitted under the law.  We the people, through our representatives, are ultimately responsible for the decision as to whether the mine extension proceeds.  Far too often the political will has favored short term gain and ignored the long term consequences. These consequences will exact a heavy toll on the public purse for future governments. They will also negatively impact the quality of life for the local residents forever. I urge you to reject this proposal.  
Thank-you

Randy Matheson

