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March 3, 2008

Environment Assessment Branch

Nova Scotia Environment & Labour

P.O. Box 697, Halifax, NS

B3J 2T8

Fax: (902) 424-0503
Email: ea@gov.ns.ca

RE: Comments on EARD for 

       Miller’s Creek Mine Extension, CGC Inc. Fundy Gypsum

Please find enclosed my comments on the Environment Assessment Registration Document for the proposed project. I am sending you the comments by email and fax. I will appreciate a confirmation of the receipt of this submission.

I thank you for the opportunity to make these comments to you in support of the concerns of residents of the Avon Peninsula, and on behalf of others across Nova Scotia who are in the same distress caused by similar proposed projects.  We would be delighted to have the opportunity to discuss our comments further with you.

When the Department has reviewed my comments, I appreciate being advised by e-mail. 

Yours sincerely,
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Joan Kuyek, D.S.W., National Coordinator

joan@miningwatch.ca
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Comments on Environment Assessment Registration Document (EARD) for Miller’s Creek Mine Extension, CGC Inc. Fundy Gypsum

March 3, 2008

Mining Watch Canada has made a number of recommendations to other provinces to improve their Mineral Development Strategy from the perspective of affected communities and from the perspective of environmental and social development organizations.

On a daily basis, affected communities, as well as human rights and environmental organizations around the world, tell us about the impacts that mining activities are having on them. From this information, and from in-depth research that we undertake based on their concerns, we develop an analysis of the key issues facing governments in regard to mining. I have set out the key issues below for your consideration. 

1. Mining Watch Canada’s critical concern about the proposed project is how the proponent intends to deal with reclamation of both the new project and the first two mines the company proposes to abandon. 

Reclamation fifty years from now is simply not acceptable. Governments also have a duty to deal with these issues before permits are issued, and not attempt to negotiate terms after the fact. Governments and taxpayers can no longer absorb the staggering costs associated with restoring abandoned mines. We understand that the cost of reclamation has doubled in the past five years due to shortages of fuel, equipment and skilled labour. These costs belong fully to the industry. Adequate reclamation bonds have to be in place from the beginning of a project to cover the costs of clean-up in the case that the company goes bankrupt or reneges on its responsibilities. Mineral polices in most Canadian jurisdictions include full reclamation bonds in realizable securities. 

2. Prevent the depletion of our mineral resources through staged mineral extraction. We need to be concerned about depletion of mineral reserves in Canada and in other parts of the world, and protection of natural capital and the services provided to us by nature. High commodity prices are resulting in the irresponsible pillaging of mineral resources to provide maximum industry profits, with no regard to the needs of future generations. 

3. Shift taxes and subsidies away from prospecting for new ore bodies to research and development of re-cycling and conservation. 

Gypsum is 100 percent recyclable. If we properly respect the ecological, cultural and social costs of mineral production, we will re-use, recycle and conserve mineral products as long as we can. Investment in product stewardship will also ensure long-term jobs in mining communities, use less energy and water and provide a greater return to governments. The latest report from the OECD supports this tax shift. An investment in recycling would entail: no renewal of the super flow through shares; providing a re-cycling innovation program through government programs; providing more resources for recycling programs; providing incentives to economic development opportunities in recycling in mining dependent communities.

4. Ensure that water bodies and fish habitat are protected across Canada. The Metal Mining Effluent Regulation amendments under the Fisheries Act are deficient in many ways, but most notably in the taking of more fish-bearing water bodies for tailings disposal through addition to Schedule 2. We should be trying to increase fish habitat, not supporting policies that will diminish it. 

5. Ensure that all new mines receive a full Environmental Assessment.  

In the past few years, we have seen enormous projects to be found to have “no significant environmental effects”. Other projects are approved with “mitigation” measures that may or may not be included in permits and are rarely followed up. This particularly true of Fisheries Letters of Authorization, which are often based on inadequate science, or ignore the science that is there. DFO itself admits that it has no idea of the success of habitat compensation measures over the long-term (See studies by Birtwell, Kahn and Samis, 2006). 
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