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March 12, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:

RE: Expansion of the Fundy Gypsum Mines in West Hants

As a follow up to two presentations given to the members of the West Hants Community Health Board, we are writing this letter to request that the government be in receipt of an Environmental Assessment report prior to considering the mine registration for expansion from Fundy Gypsum.

On January 10, 2007 the WHCHB members listed intently to the concerns of the Avon Peninsula Watershed Preservation Society (APWPS).  Concerns for the protection of the water table, agricultural land, air quality, and general quality of life were all identified as issues of great appreension to the members of the committee who were representing the communities bordering on the proposed mining area. 

On February 28th Mike Bishop and Bonnie Mills Dunn, both Fundy Gypsum employees presented their need and hopeful plan to expand mining in the Belmont area. The WHCHB was given a firm assurance that all appropriate care will be taken to protect the area and upon completion of the mining activities Fundy Gypsum would restore the mined area to the best of their ability. 

After listening to both parties members of the Community Health Board have discussed extensively the role the board could play in this community concern.  As a board we understand the economic value the Gypsum Company has to our area and value the contribution the company gives through employment and economic spin offs.  What we are requesting is that the appropriate government departments do an extensive evaluation of the proposed expansion including communication with the residents whose land and livelihood may be affected by this decision. We support the APWPS committee in their request for the more in depth Environmental Assessment report to be carried out thus bringing a higher level of assurance to the residents that this expansion has been fully reviewed prior to decisions being made.

Sincerely

Members of the West Hants Community Health Board

Copies to:

Premier Rodney MacDonald

Minister of the Environment

Chuck Porter MLA – West Hants

Fundy Gypsum

APWPS

Ms Barbara Hall, VP Community, Capital Health

