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Diversify Don’t Destroy Avon Peninsula Economy

AVONDALE –  Residents are calling on the MacDonald government to diversify Nova Scotia’s rural economy, not destroy it by allowing a new strip mine to proceed, says Raymond Parker, President of the Avon Peninsula Watershed Preservation Society (APWPS).

 “Budgets are ultimately about visions and values,” says Parker. “There’s no better time than now for this government to take action on their 2006 plan for sustainable prosperity, which better integrates agriculture, a mix of innovation, traditional knowledge and strengths for revitalized rural economic development for all Nova Scotians into the future.”

The APWPS is a community organization of over 200 members who have joined together to urge the Province to reject a pending proposal to strip mine the Avon Peninsula in Hants County near Windsor.  

“The Tory plan also calls for respect for our landscapes and the human and natural communities that live in them,” continued Parker. “Our peninsula is a small area, and a unique one in Canada,” says Parker. “We are blessed to be surrounded by three rivers of the Bay of Fundy, and our communities are among the most scenic in Hants County, complete with “farm charm” which visitors to the area find soothing on their weekend drives out here.”

The Peninsula’s geography is one of the most complex “gypsum karst” geological formations on the planet, which gives rise to the fragile hydrology, unique ecology, and very special landscape of the gypsum woods.

 “Most residents tell us they don’t want another mine here.”
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