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For immediate release 




 March 17, 2008
Second Strike for Fundy Gypsum
Avondale -  “The company is now up to bat a third time for its third mine,” said APWPS President Raymond Parker in response to Minister Parent’s decision that the company needed to provide the government more information before it could proceed with a third, new mine on the Avon Peninsula. 
“The company had three years to prepare not one, but two attempts at a detailed outline of this new mine in our watershed – first in a pre-registration document that was vetted by government back in November and then its final submission filed 25 days ago, ” Parker said.

He continued, “We knew from day one this project had deep holes in key concern areas and baseline studies outlined by the Minister.” Parker added the terms of reference from the department need to be based on all aspects of a thorough environmental assessment, not just those the proponent included in its registration document. 
“There were a lot of aspects not covered by the Minister’s decision which are precedented to be covered, such as sustainability, community health and core values, “said Parker.  “What also needs to be addressed is the cumulative impact of all three mines could have on the area and the reclamation of its two current operations,” said Parker. “Other provinces in Canada have full reclamation bond and full-cost accounting before projects even get to first base.”
“For over two years both mining and local officials tried to tell us this was a done deal,” said Parker. “Well the Minister says it’s not a deal, and it’s not done,” Parker said. “We’re pleased the Minister has recognized that the Avon Peninsula is a special place worthy of more study, but we’re not home free yet.”
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